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Text of Carl Sandburg College President Dr. Lori Sundberg's testimony to the Illinois House of 

Representatives on Nov. 10 regarding funding for Illinois community colleges: 

  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and honorable members of the House for giving me the opportunity to address you 

today. 

  

I stand before you as a community college president who is facing some very difficult situations and equally 

painful decisions. I know you are aware the lack of a budget is causing hardship around the state. Today, I 

would like to provide some context for the lack of a state budget to Carl Sandburg College. 

  

Just last week, I met with our adult education, literacy and English as a Second Language staff to let them 

know that our programs will be suspended Jan. 1 and they will be laid off as of Dec. 31. I have employees who 

have served those programs for more than 20 years. More than 400 GED, ESL and literacy students we serve 

every year will have no options to continue their education. 

  

We are the sole provider for these services in my community. And these are some of the people who most need 

us. 

  

At the same, the College serves an entire different focus as the economic hub for our community and our 

district. Burlington Northern Santa Fe has the second largest rail hub in the country in my community. Our 

college is the first ever satellite location in the nation for the only rail program endorsed by the National 

Academy of Railroad Sciences. This was in direct response to workforce needs of BNSF. This is just one 

example of the many businesses and industries our college supports. 

  

To put it quite simply, we are the economic engine of our community. 

  

In a recent study, it was found that of the businesses surveyed in our district more than 90 percent had hired a 

Sandburg graduate in the last 10 years. There are businesses, however, for which we are not meeting the needs. 

  

I had a local businessman approach me about starting a new aviation technician program. He needs trained 

technicians, and he can’t find employees with the skills he needs — a common theme we hear not just in my 

district but across the state. Unfortunately, I had to tell him that until we know funding amounts and dollars 

start flowing again, the College is not starting any new programs. 

  

These are just a few of the examples we face daily with the lack of a state budget. I recently said in an opinion-

editorial that without a state budget, community colleges are left with little to do except plan for the worst and 

hope for the best.  



  

Today, I am making an impassioned plea to all of you to remember while we hear in the media all the things 

community colleges could be doing better, I am here to tell you there are many, many things community 

colleges do right, and I’m proud to be here today representing them. 

  

Carl Sandburg College has been consistently working to be more efficient and innovative because of the 

equalization losses we’ve experienced — data for which I have provided to you in a handout. In fact, we’ve 

been ranked No. 1 in the country in technology for three years in a row for colleges our size by the Center for 

Digital Technology. 

  

But there comes a point where increased efficiencies are exhausted and loss of services has to occur. No 

funding for this year, coming on the heels of the previous years’ losses, creates a real strain by anyone’s 

standards. 

  

Community colleges are the workhorses of the higher education system. We will admit anyone who wants a 

better life and give them a shot at the American dream. 

  

Community colleges are the means to an educated and skilled workforce that directly supports Illinois 

businesses and industries. 

  

Community colleges are the answer to our state and to our country’s need and our desire to be the best 

educated in the world. 

  

But we can’t do it without funding. 

  

Please help us make Illinois great again by making higher education a priority for our state. Thank you.  

 


