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President’s Message — Dr. Lori Sundberg ’77
As we approach the end of another calendar year, I have never been more proud of the College’s accomplishments than I am 
this year. At the same time, I’ve never been more excited for the future!

We were, once again, recognized for our technology. We ranked No. 1 in the nation for technology for community colleges our 
size. That makes two years in a row, with the last eight years being ranked in the top 10!  At the same time we’ve strengthened 
our relationships with our K-12 partners with a renewed Cyber Camp and additional technology training for our K-12 teachers. 
We hosted the first ever iPad summit here at the College with other state community colleges and four-year universities sending 
staff for training.  

This fall, we announced an exciting new agreement that will allow us to teach National Academy of Railroad Sciences (NARS)  
accredited courses at Sandburg, making it the first ever satellite location to offer classes. The influence of this agreement will 

stretch well beyond the boundaries of Sandburg and the region, creating an opportunity for the College to recruit nationally. The 
courses, certificates and degrees offered as a result of this partnership will give our students the skills and knowledge they need to 

succeed in the industry. We worked closely — and will continue to do so — with BNSF Railway to develop curricula that are in line with 
what it expects from potential employees. 

This partnership is just one example of the ways the College is meeting its mission of reaching out to the communities it 
serves.  You’ll see several more examples throughout this publication. Our objective is to provide students the best 

possible opportunity to succeed while working in partnership with the businesses and communities in our district. 
It’s something we’re extremely proud of because we believe the community college mission has never been more 
needed than it is in today’s economy. A recent economic impact study concluded that graduating from Carl  
Sandburg College provided an average increase in earnings of 28 percent over those who did not complete a 
college program. In short, a Sandburg degree or certificate pays off.

Locally, we supported a resident business when we brought in Lieber’s Boxcar Express this summer to be the 
College’s new food service provider. Our Community Garden continues to grow while providing fresh produce 
for hundreds of families in our community through its donations to the FISH Food Pantry. In addition, we 
were a partner college in the only Trade Adjustment Assistance Community College and Career Training  

(TAACCCT) Grant Program that the state of Illinois received. That grant will provide more than $1 million for 
fall 2015 that will help us establish programs and partnerships toward building the state’s bioeconomy.

As you will see, the ways Carl Sandburg College serves and assists our students while working in the 
best interest of our district are virtually impossible to count. I encourage you to take time to read 
about how we make our mission a reality, and we hope you will help us continue to make that 
possible.

— Dr. Lori L. Sundberg ’77, President
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With textbook costs skyrocketing 
and more focus on affordability for 
students, a group of Carl Sandburg 
College faculty replaced traditional 
textbooks with lower-cost 
alternatives for the 2014-2015 
academic year. The shift translated to 
a total savings of more than $44,500 
for students in the Social and 
Business Sciences Department. (The 
savings was calculated based on the 
cost of students purchasing a new 
textbook.)

“Within the department we’ve been 
doing what we can for about three or 
four years,” said Jill Johnson, 
associate dean of Social and Business 
Sciences. “As faculty, we choose our 
own textbooks, and that’s an 
important part of our pedagogy.” 

For the 2015 spring semester, 
Sociology Instructor G.W. Douglas 
plans to switch from a new 
textbook that costs $150 to a free 
electronic alternative. Douglas 
teaches four sections of his popular 
course to about 110 students each 
semester. That equates to a savings 
of $16,500 from the cost of a new 
textbook (and more than $12,000 
if used). Students who still prefer a 
textbook will be able to purchase one 
for $40. 
Lower-cost textbook alternatives 
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Textbook Alternatives  
Help Students Save Big

might include an electronic book 
that can be reviewed on a computer 
or tablet. Most formats can still 
be printed if the student prefers, 
and most online versions allow for 
highlighting and note-taking. 
Students usually have the option of 
ordering a hard copy too if that 
format fits best with their 
learning style. 

Johnson no longer requires her 
psychology students to purchase a 
textbook. Instead, she implements 
podcasts from iTunes University and 
creates study guides that students 
complete based on information 
they glean from the podcasts or by 
searching for the information online. 
Johnson said some students may 
be hesitant to forgo the traditional 
structure of a textbook, but she 
added one advantage is that 
students are learning other valuable 
skills.

“This format teaches them how to go 
out and get information, and that’s a 
big part of their life now. 
Students must understand that the 
first two results that pop up on 
Google are not necessarily 
accurate,” Johnson said. “By doing 
online searches, our students are 
learning good research skills and how 
to critically look at a website.”

In addition to sociology and 
psychology, other courses in the 
department that have introduced 
lower-cost or no-cost textbook 
alternatives include accounting, 
business, business law, criminal 
justice, economics and political 
science.

A report by the U.S. Public Interest 
Research Group revealed an 82 
percent increase in textbook costs 
over the past decade. That is  
equivalent to 39 percent of the 
national average for community 
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college tuition and fees. Faculty and 
students have been at the mercy of 
textbook publishers, until now. This 
shift is possible because of current 
technology and availability of open 
education resources. Open 
education resources are teaching, 
learning and research materials that 
rest within the public domain and 
are available for free use within an 
educational setting. 
“It’s difficult to change textbooks,” 
Johnson said, “but a $150 savings is 
significant for our students. That can 
be some kids’ Christmas.”
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Jill Johnson’s years of dedication as an 
instructor and associate dean of Social 
and Business Sciences at Carl Sandburg 
College helped her receive a 2013 
John and Suanne Roueche Excellence 
Award. Awarded by the League for 
Innovation in the Community College, 
it celebrates outstanding contributions 
to teaching, leadership and learning by 
community college faculty and staff.
“There are a lot of wonderful faculty 
at our institution, and others as well, 
that are breaking out of the traditional 
box of lecture and finding new and 
innovative ways to teach, while at the 
same time maintaining the integrity of 
the course,” Johnson said. “There is a 
paradigm shift happening in education 
right now, and I am very proud of 
whatever small part I may play in this 
movement.”
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When Judge Thomas Keith learned 
he was going to receive the Carl 
Sandburg College Distinguished 
Alumnus Award, he thought the 
College had it backward.

“They’re honoring me, but really, 
I’m honoring them,” Keith said. “You 
guys gave me the chance and the 
opportunity to be here.”

Keith’s road to becoming the circuit 
judge for Stark County in Illinois’ 
10th Judicial District began at 
Sandburg in 1986. He walked away 
from four farms and nearly two 
decades as an electrician and farmer 
with the hopes of becoming a 
minister.

For Keith, Sandburg represented a 
test for himself. It turned into a path 
of endless opportunities.

“I didn’t know whether I could 
compete or whether I could 
successfully complete school,” Keith 
said. “Carl Sandburg opened up a 
new world for me.”

It led to him earning bachelor’s 
degrees in English literature and 
expository rhetoric from the 
University of Illinois, graduating from 
the Valparaiso University School 
of Law while serving as executive 
managing editor of the school’s law 
review and being appointed as one 

He decided during his second  
semester at Sandburg that mortuary 
science was in his future. His advisor, 
Cecilia Clevidence, steered him  
toward classes that would help him 
in the field, like anatomy and 
physiology, chemistry, business and 
sociology.

“They prepared me in so many ways 
before I moved on to mortuary 
school,” Davies said. “It was an 
all-around great school, great 
atmosphere and a place where I felt 
very comfortable.”

After graduating from Worsham and 
doing his apprenticeship in Chicago’s 
suburbs, Davies returned to  
Monmouth in 2007 to work for  
Turnbull Funeral Homes. He stayed 
there nearly six years before deciding 
to open his own funeral home. 

“It’s always every funeral director’s 
dream to own their own funeral 
home,” Davies said. “I never thought 
I’d be building a brand new funeral 
home at the age that I am. It’s a  
major financial commitment as well 
as a commitment to the community 
and the surrounding area.”

The 7,800-square-foot facility 
opened in October 2013 and is the 
only funeral home in Warren,  
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Distinguished Alumnus Award: 
Judge Thomas Keith ’88

2014 Outstanding Young Alumnus: 
Trevor Davies ’06

of the nation’s pioneers in 
cybercrime prosecution.

Instructors like Jim Graham, Dave 
Wujek and Patricia Harrison took a 
36-year-old husband of three who 
hadn’t been in a classroom for 18 
years and helped him find his true 
passion.

“They became involved in my life. 
Not only were their classes 
interesting, but they took an active 
interest in my success,” Keith said. 
“When I went to U of I after Carl 
Sandburg and went on to 300-level 
classes, I was so prepared. I just 
blossomed.”

After finishing law school, Keith went 
on to spend 20 years as a federal 
prosecutor and became a leader in 
investigating and prosecuting 
cybercrimes. In 2010 he was 
appointed the National Coordinator 
for Cybercrime through the U.S. 
Department of Justice, and in 2013 
he returned to his native Stark 
County as circuit court judge. He 
pointed back to the writing, public 
speaking and research techniques he 
learned at Sandburg as helping him 
today write appellate briefs and 
present arguments before the court 
of appeals.

“Those same tools have sustained 
me,” Keith said. “Those things that I 

When Trevor Davies graduated from 
high school, he wasn’t sure what his 
next step would be. College was in 
his future, but a career was unclear.

His parents urged him to attend Carl 
Sandburg College to help him find his 
way. Live at home, save some 
money and get your general 
education courses taken care of, they 
told him.

“It was probably one of the best  
decisions I ever made,” Davies said.

Davies graduated from Sandburg in 
2006 with his Associate in Science 
degree and went on to earn a degree 
in mortuary science from  
Worsham College of Mortuary 
Science. Now 30, he’s the funeral 
director and co-owner of McGuire & 
Davies Funeral Home and Crematory 
in his hometown of Monmouth.

He’s also the recipient of the 2014 
Carl Sandburg College Outstanding 
Young Alumnus Award.

“There are a lot of people that do 
great things, and I was just very  
honored that they would consider 
me,” Davies said. “It’s a very special 
award because Carl Sandburg College 
got me where I’m at today. There’s 
no doubt about it.”

Henderson or Mercer counties with 
an on-site crematory. The chapel is 
able to accommodate services of all 
sizes, and it has a community room 
with a kitchenette that can handle 
luncheons and dinners. Davies and 
co-owner Al McGuire also made it a 
point to use as much local labor and 
equipment as possible during the 
construction.

“Monmouth is a small community, 
and we’re all friends and know each 
other. We wanted to support our 
local business people because that’s 
important,” Davies said. “If we don’t, 
then those businesses don’t stay. 

Virtually every material possible that 
we could get locally, we did.”

That commitment to the community 
and individual attention is something 
that’s stuck with him since his time 
at Sandburg.

“I felt like I knew my teachers really 
well, and I felt like they knew me,” 
Davies said. “There was never a time 
when I was ignored or didn’t get an 
answer. I just don’t know that if you 
went to a larger school that you’d get 
that personal touch that you get at 
Sandburg.”

was taught then are the same basic 
skills I use now. They may be honed a 
little bit, but I practice the same skills 
today that I learned at Carl Sandburg 
College.”

It may not have led him to the 
seminary, but Sandburg did help 
Keith discover his true calling.

“When I started, I wanted to have a 
bigger influence in peoples’ lives,” 
Keith said. “That’s the ruling passion 
running through me. If I did not go 
to Carl Sandburg, that passion would 
not have left me. It just would’ve 
been maybe not as influential as it 
has been.”

“Carl Sandburg 
opened up a new 
world for me.”
— Judge Thomas
     Keith ’88



A second job can be exhausting for 
most, but it provides a second wind for 
Paul Marasa.
The 2014 Carl Sandburg College 
Adjunct Faculty Member of the Year, 
Marasa said he gets a shot in the arm 
when he arrives at Sandburg for the 
evening English class he’s taught since 
1998.
“I come here at the end of my work 
day at Knox College, and (the students) 
bring my energy up, they get me  

going and I’m able to be a better teacher because of it,” said Marasa, who works 
during the day as the writing coordinator for Knox’s TRIO Achievement Program.
Marasa makes sure he uses that energy and enthusiasm to enhance the learning 
environment for his students while putting himself in their shoes.
“Whenever I teach, I always try to remember what it was like to be a student,” 
Marasa said. “Students want to be engaged and see somebody in the front of 
the classroom who is loving the material and hoping they’ll do the same. I try to 
bring a sense of fun and a sense of engagement to the material.”

2014 Faculty Member 
of the Year: Lara Roemer

2014 Adjunct Faculty Member 
of the Year: Paul Marasa

Lara Roemer teaches others about the 
past, but her focus is on the future.
“When (students) leave my classroom, 
what I hope they take with them is 
an interest in the world around them 
because they’re the future leaders, 
the people who are going to shape the 
next 50 years of history,” Roemer said. 
“If they can get that one thing out of 
having class with me, I will be the  
happiest person ever.”
That passion is one reason Roemer, a 

political science and history instructor, was selected as the 2014 Carl Sandburg 
College Faculty Member of the Year. 
In addition to her teaching duties, Roemer also serves as the adviser for  
Sandburg’s chapter of Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society as well as the College’s 
Gay-Straight Alliance. She was one of just 26 instructors nationwide to be named 
a Phi Theta Kappa 2014 Faculty Scholar. Her accessibility and willingness to help 
at any time isn’t unnoticed by her students.
“Lara Roemer is the definition of what a college faculty member should be. She 
has an ability to relate with her students that is hard to come by,” one  
nomination form said. “She takes the time to get to know her students and 
helps them with their decisions about future classes, colleges and jobs. … Lara 
Roemer is in a class all her own, and Carl Sandburg College is a better place with 
her in it.”

6

As the accolades and 
accomplishments of the 2013 
Thomas B. Herring Community  
Service Award winner were being read, 
it took Rev. John Sibley Sr. a moment to 
realize they were talking about him.
Even then, the look on his face was 
pure disbelief.
“I never look for accolades,” said 
Sibley, a member of the Carl 
Sandburg College Board of Trustees, 
“because I believe you’ve got to help 
somebody, to help somebody else, to 
help somebody else.”
The award, presented annually by the 
Galesburg Chamber of Commerce, is 
given to a Galesburg-area citizen who 
has distinguished themselves through 
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service to the community. Sibley has 
made a living of doing just that. 
A U.S. Air Force veteran and 1978 
Sandburg graduate, Sibley has 
served on the College’s Board of 
Trustees since 2007 and former 
board member of the Carl Sandburg 
College Foundation. He also had a 
20-year career in law enforcement 
and is the pastor of Full Gospel 
Church in Galesburg. He’s a current 
member of the Galesburg Police and 
Fire Commission, the Carl Sandburg 
College Foundation and the Galesburg 
chapter of the NAACP, and he is a 
graduate of Class IV of Leadership 
Greater Galesburg.
His list of community involvement is 
extensive. From being a mentor of 
the Minority Achievement Program 
at Galesburg High School and the 
first elected president of the Support 
Group for African-American Affairs 
to serving as a past member of the 
Community Hospice Foundation, 
Knox County YMCA, Knox County Teen 
Court and Knox County Drug Court.
He’s done it all with a big smile, an 
infectious chuckle and a humble 
heart.
“People don’t really get one on me, 
but I really appreciate it, though,”  
Sibley said. “Somebody thinks I’m 
worth something so I’m going to 
accept it. I’m going to keep doing 
what I do best — helping people.”

Trustee Sibley ’78 
Receives Herring Award

Sandburg No. 1 in Nation 
for Digital Technology for 2nd Year in a Row 

COMMUNITY
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COMMUNITY
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1 Tech Savvy Community College in the Nation 2013-14#

Top 10
Since 2007

Carl Sandburg College continues to 
be recognized as one of the most 
connected community colleges in the 
country.

For the second straight year the 
College was honored as the national 
champion in the Small College 
category (less than 5,000 students) 
of the ninth annual Digital 
Community College Survey by 
e.Republic’s Center for Digital 
Education.

It marked the third time overall that 
Sandburg received the top spot and 
the seventh straight year it placed in 
the top 10 in its category. The 
nationwide survey documents 
advances made by community 
colleges in utilizing information 
technology and recognizes which 
colleges are providing a high level of 
service to their faculty, students and 
communities as a result.

Sandburg was recognized for 
expanding its TechConnect faculty 
and staff training on innovative 

technologies from a three-day 
workshop to weekly sessions that are 
done year-round. The College also 
partners with the local Workforce 
Investment Act office, the City of 
Galesburg and local economic 
development organizations to 
provide education and job training 
services to displaced workers and 
students coming back to upgrade 
their job skills.

2014 — Lara Roemer
2013 — Dia McKillip
2012 — Shanon Dickerson
2011 — David Kellogg
2010 — Vickie Culbertson
2009 — Lisa Mohr
2008 — Dave Burns ’88
2007 — Keith Williams 
2006 — Linda Lee
2005 — Wendel Hunigan

Carl Sandburg College Faculty Member of the Year Recipients
2004 — James Craig Sanford
2003 — Carol Petersen
2002 — Larry Schroeder
2001 — Dave Wujek
2000 — Norm Burdick
1999 — Michael Crandell
1998 — Cathy White
1997 — Julie Gibb
1996 — Jack Daddona
1995 — Carlene Woodside

2014 — Paul Marasa
2013 — Sue Scott
2012 — Jena Linkin
2011 — Kim King
2010 — Candy Bryant
2009 — Sue Scott
2008 — Julie Van Fleet
2007 — Eric Alai
2006 — Kirk Watson
2005 — Jeff Gomer

2004 — Lisa Petentler
2003 — Kathleen Karns
2002 — Judy Boynton
2001 — Mona Tourlentes
2000 — Jerry Baker
1999 — Jon Larson
1998 — Marla Garrison
1997 — Marg Baldridge

Carl Sandburg College Adjunct Faculty Member of the Year Recipients

Sandburg’s National  
Rankings in Digital  
Community College Survey

2013-14 1st
2012 1st
2011 3rd
2010* A
2009 5th
2008 1st
2007 8th

* Top schools awarded by grade  
rather than rank
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the College served only as the host 
and organizer. Sessions were geared 
around teaching strategies — with 
technology used only as a support 
tool — and administrators joined 
in panel discussions regarding new 
one-to-one initiatives, Common 
Core standards and flipped learning 
practices.

“No longer is higher education 
teaching K-12 teachers, but rather 
K-12 teachers are collaborating and 
learning from each other,” said Linda 
Lee, associate director of educational 
technology and innovation.

The result was nearly double the 
attendance of previous years for 
Cyber Camp, and the response from 
evaluations at the end of the 1½-day 

camp was overwhelmingly positive. 
The K-12 partners even requested to 
continue meeting at the College on a 
quarterly basis.

“Having K-12s rave about our 
facility, the camp and ask for 
quarterly get-togethers that include 
technology folks and faculty from 
every grade partnered with 
community college faculty is more 
than we ever could have hoped for,” 
Lee said.

Faculty members from five other 
Illinois community colleges — 
Heartland, Illinois Central, John 
Wood, Rend Lake and Spoon 
River — came to the Main Campus 
for the first Illinois Community 
Colleges Tablet Users’ Summit.

Sandburg’s campuswide wireless 
network helped it serve as the host 
school. Faculty members from 
Sandburg and ICC made 
presentations about different apps 
and practices they’re using in the 
classroom with tablets, such as using 
them as a way to increase student 
interaction and reduce textbook 
costs.

“It was excellent and very well 
received,” Lee said. “We’re hoping to 
make it an annual event. It’s good to 
have that type of collaboration with 
other community colleges.”

College Integrates Technology as a Teaching Tool

Carl Sandburg College’s Faculty 
Teaching and Learning Center 
provides a great resource for 
Sandburg instructors to learn the 
latest uses for technology, but it’s 
helped others as well.

The College’s 12th annual Cyber 
Camp for area K-12 teachers took 
place over the summer, and in 
November Sandburg hosted a 
tablet users’ summit for several 
community colleges throughout the 
state.

In past years, primarily Sandburg 
faculty and staff presented at Cyber 
Camp workshops, but a different 
approach was taken in 2014. Instead, 
K-12 teachers were the  
presenters for every session, and 

Out with straight rows of traditionally 
rigid student desks and in with 
cushiony couches and café-style tables 
with chairs high enough a student’s 
feet can dangle.
On the surface it may look like an 
interior design makeover, but the 
motivation is learning. On the Main 
Campus in Galesburg, one classroom 
remodel is changing the learning 
experience for Carl Sandburg College 
students.
Jill Johnson, associate dean of Social 
and Business Sciences, called it a 
“collaborative learning classroom” 
and said it fits with steps she’s taken 
to adjust her psychology classes, both 
through her own teaching delivery 
and the classroom experience for her 
students.
“I’m moving away from the 
traditional lecture,” Johnson said.
Instead, students receive study guides 
that they complete outside of class by 
listening to a podcast lecture or other 
resources. In class, they are 
presented with a worksheet with 
questions, case studies or real world 
problems. The worksheets require 
them to apply the information in their 
study guides, Johnson said.
“Instead of sitting at a desk in a row 
thinking about what they’re doing 
next weekend,” Johnson said, 
“students are brainstorming as a 
group and concept mapping.”
 

Classroom Combines Comfort, Collaboration

Amberlynn Jones of Galesburg is a 
student in Hutchings’ Music in the 
Western World class and said the 
comfortable furnishings definitely 
change the feel of the classroom.
“It makes you feel more relaxed and 
at home,” Jones said. “It makes me 
feel more ready to learn and pay 
attention.”
Macie Coupland of Avon, who takes 
Hutchings’ Music and Society course, 
said she believes the environment 
creates a better, more relaxed 
classroom experience.
“I still learn in the classroom,” 
Coupland said, “but I can be 
comfortable while I learn. The class 
and the classroom both give the 
impression that I am learning at my 
own pace.
“I enjoy the furnishings because I 
have a 9:30 a.m. class, and it’s a good 
feeling knowing that my chair is 
waiting for me.”

The students’ experiences mirror 
national research by Steelcase Inc. 
in which straight rows of individual 
desks were replaced with students 
clustered around tables and in swivel 
chairs. The research indicated a 72% 
increase in motivation to attend class. 
The research findings also found 72% 
of students said the design would 
increase their ability to achieve a 
higher grade, and 84 percent reported 
being more engaged in the classroom.
Johnson’s preliminary findings 
indicate the classroom environment 
and the modifications she made to 
the class are impacting students. 
Fewer students dropped her class at 
the midterm of the 2014 fall semester 
when compared to the previous year.
“Our goal is successful completion,” 
Johnson said. “We want to provide 
different learning environments that 
will help our students be 
successful.”

Johnson said as a seasoned instructor 
she is so familiar with the principles 
of psychology that sometimes it’s 
difficult for her to understand what 
concepts are confusing for her 
students. 
“But peers understand what they 
don’t understand,” she said. “Students 
sit in groups and work together to 
solve problems. They depend on each 
other.”
Coordinator of Music James 
Hutchings, who teaches Music in the 
Western World and Music and Society 
in the collaborative learning 
classroom, described it as a 
“coffeehouse” style.
“There is generally a more relaxed 
feeling from the students,” Hutchings 
said. “They seem comfortable in their 
environment and ready and willing to 
learn. Rather than seeing blank stares 
in rows in front of me, I now see them 
engaging with one another, asking 
each other questions and using their 
resources to learn.”
The walls in the classroom are covered 
in whiteboard paint, providing dry 
erase boards from floor to ceiling. 
“Having enough space for students to 
jump up and sketch ideas, pictures, 
timelines or even write answers in a 
quiz game allows more movement 
and engagement, especially for 
kinesthetic learners,” Hutchings said.
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Carl Sandburg College took a trip 
back in time this fall for Mr. 
Sandburg’s Garden Party. Hosted by 
the Carl Sandburg College 
Foundation, the inaugural event 
followed the same format as a 
garden party in the days of Carl 
Sandburg.

Guests were seated across from one 
another at a long table (typical for 
gatherings in those days), enjoyed 
fine food, heard performances from 
students in the College’s fine arts 
programs and listened to how 
Sandburg has had an impact on their 
lives. Mr. Sandburg himself even 
made an appearance.

During the party, Les Allen was 
presented the Foundation’s inaugural 
Community Honoree of the Year 
award for his significant 
accomplishments and contributions 
benefiting Sandburg students, 
programs and capital needs. He 
was formerly of Midwest Bank of 
Western Illinois. 

Allen’s understanding of Sandburg’s 
strategic priorities as well as his 
community relationships and 
banking expertise contributed to the 
development and construction of 
The Villas at Carl Sandburg, which 
opened for the 2012-2013 
academic year and provides an 
affordable, nearby housing option to 
Sandburg students.

The Carl Sandburg College 
Community Garden produced 
beyond the soil this year.

In addition to growing delicious fruits 
and vegetables that went to area 
families in need, the community 
garden volunteers published 
their first recipe book. “From Our 
Community to Your Table” features 
recipes submitted by Sandburg 
employees, Community Garden 
volunteers, University of Illinois 
Extension Master Gardeners, local 
businesses and community friends.

The garden also was the recipient of 
a $750 grant as part of the Hy-Vee 
One Step Garden program. Grants 

Mr. Sandburg’s Garden Party 
Takes Attendees Back 
to an Earlier Era

were awarded to organizations 
whose core focus teaches those in 
need about health and nutrition 
through gardening. As part of the 
program, area grade-schoolers came 
to the garden this summer to learn 
the basics of planting, tending and 
harvesting their own garden.

The garden this year supported 
more than 600 families each month 
through donations to the FISH Food 
Pantry as well as LaGrace Hall of 
Hope. Produce from the garden was 
also used to make dinner during the 
Carl Sandburg College Foundation’s 
inaugural Mr. Sandburg’s Garden 
Party.

Community Garden’s Roots Continue to Grow

The welding, electrical and machine 
tooling labs at Carl Sandburg College 
will undergo some renovation thanks 
to a U.S. Department of Labor grant 
recently received by the College.

Sandburg collaborated with four 
other colleges in applying for the 
Trade Adjustment Assistance 
Community College and Career 
Training (TAACCCT) grant. 
Spearheaded by Southern Illinois 

Sandburg Receives $1 Million  
TAACCCT Grant

University-Edwardsville, the project 
proposal “Building Illinois’ 
Bio-economy” also includes 
Lewis and Clark Community College, 
Lincoln Land Community College and 
Southeastern Illinois College. The 
consortium was the only recipient of 
TAACCCT funds within the state of 
Illinois. Sandburg is slated to receive 
more than $1 million of the nearly 
$10 million proposal.

The “Building Illinois’ Bio-economy” 
project involves the educational 
institutions partnering with regional 
employers to support employment 
needs within the bioeconomy — 
areas that create and support bio-
fuels, such as ethanol and biodiesel. 
The project will focus on ensuring 
that training programs align with 
industry needs and establishing 
relevant, stackable career programs.  
Sandburg will have a two-fold focus 
— manufacturing and bioprocess. 

Dr. Lauri White, dean of career and 
corporate development, said the 
College worked closely with area 
manufacturers to assess needs and 
identify skills and training required. 
Local partners include Big River 
Resources, Alexis Fire Equipment, 
Gates Manufacturing, Midstate 
Manufacturing and Schwarz 
Brothers.

Students interested in the 
manufacturing track can complete 
one semester and earn a basic 
industrial manufacturing 
maintenance certificate. Once that is 
completed, they can finish a second 
semester of coursework to earn the 
industrial mechanical maintenance 
certificate. After those two 
semesters and two certificates, 
students may complete one 
additional year of study to earn an 

associate of applied science degree 
in processing maintenance 
technology. 

White said with each additional level 
of education and accompanying 
credential, students are qualified for 
higher earnings in the workplace. 
This program will train students on 
the processing technology that is 
taking place in the plants and will 
prepare them to maintain and repair 
the equipment used in the 
manufacturing facilities, she said.

Students interested in the bioprocess 
track can also complete stackable 
certificates leading to an associate of 
applied science degree in bioprocess 
technology.
“These stackable programs build 
on the biofuels program we already 
have,” White said, referring to the 
biofuels manufacturing technology 
certificate, which was introduced at 
Sandburg in 2011 through a previous 
TAACCCT grant.
The current manufacturing climate 
in Sandburg’s district bodes well 
for employment opportunities with 
manufacturing facilities, White said. 
Data from the Illinois Department 
of Employment Security predicts 
growth in the fields of maintenance 
and repair occupations in the region 
and state.10
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Carl Sandburg College laid the track 
for its future in late September, when 
the College was formally introduced 
as a training site for the National 
Academy of Railroad Sciences.

“There are times in a college’s life 
cycle that are defining moments,” 
President Dr. Lori Sundberg said 
during a signing ceremony on the 
Main Campus, “and we are 
participating in one of those 
moments right now for Carl 
Sandburg College and for our  
community.”

The agreement, which was three 
years in the making, allows 
Sandburg to teach approved courses 
in locomotive electrical and 
locomotive mechanical fields through 
NARS, the leading provider of 
employee training and 
certification to the North American 
rail industry. These classes will be 
utilized to develop new certificates 
and degrees with input from BNSF 
Railway to ensure that industry 
needs are academically met. 
Previously, the only NARS site was at 

Johnson County Community College 
in Overland Park, Kan.

“We have a lot of colleges across the 
United States and even 
internationally that will come to our 
training center in Overland Park and 
see this great relationship that we at 
BNSF have with Johnson 
County Community College,” said 
Scott Schafer, general director of 
railroad training services for BNSF. 
“They ask, ‘Well, how do we do it?’ 
But Carl Sandburg College is the first 

Sandburg Goes Full Steam 
Ahead With NARS Agreement

to ask that and see it all the way 
through.”

The agreement could provide a boost 
beyond the classroom as well. The 
NARS site in Overland Park brings 
about $60 million to the local 
economy each year, NARS Director 
Dr. Terry Murphy-Latta said.

“People come in, stay at hotels, they 
live here, they eat there and they 
spend money there,” Murphy-Latta 
said. “You’re going to see that, too. 

You’re very fortunate, and we are 
very fortunate to have you select us.”

A certificate in locomotive electrical 
training will be offered at Sandburg 
for the start of the 2015 spring 
semester, and a locomotive 
mechanical certificate program will 
be available beginning in the 2015 
fall semester. Both certificates are 19 
credit hours. NARS currently trains 
approximately 1,200 students per 
year and is the rail industry’s leading 
educational provider.

Students in NARS classes learn 
in advanced facilities and with 
advanced equipment, including 
3-D modeling, simulators and a 
train yard. Classes are taught by 
technically proficient and industry-
current instructors.

“We’re seeing an increased interest 
in community college programs and 
better job opportunities for students 
in our area,” said Dave Andersen, 
general foreman at BNSF’s 
Galesburg diesel facility. 

“The partnership between industry 
and education is a wonderful thing.”
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Carl Sandburg College was there for 
Jeri Kitchin not once, but twice.
Kitchin graduated from Sandburg in 
1978 as a licensed practical nurse, 
but throughout her two decades in 
nursing, she felt like she had a 
different calling.
“I love nursing, don’t get me wrong,” 
Kitchin said, “but I would go to 
workshops for nursing and see the 
instructor or teacher and say, ‘That’s 
what I really want to do.’”
She started working as a teacher’s 
aide but was unsure about going 
back to get her bachelor’s degree. 
After all, she’d been out of school for 
nearly 20 years.
“I decided I would take one class, and 
the best place to do that was 
Sandburg because it was close,” 
Kitchin said. “I took that one class, 
and one class led to another. Before I 
knew it, I was enrolled full time.”
That uncertainty about returning to 
school disappeared. Instructors like 
English and speech professor Cathy 
White helped Kitchin feel right at 
home.
“It was just a very, very welcoming 
environment,” Kitchin said. “I didn’t 
feel like just a number; I was actually 
someone to the instructor.”

Kitchin graduated from Sandburg 
with her Associate in Arts in 1998 
and went on to Monmouth College. 
The support and experience she 
received at Sandburg helped her 
earn a Bachelor of Arts in Elementary 
Education from Monmouth in 2000.
“After the first week of classes I 
found out Monmouth was really no 
different than Sandburg, and the 
instructors there were just as 
welcoming,” said Kitchin, who also 
earned a Master of Science in 
Elementary Education from St. 
Ambrose University in 2007. 
“Sandburg really prepared me well 
for everything I needed, from where 
I left Sandburg to where I needed to 
enter at Monmouth. I felt like I was 
prepared for every aspect of every 
class that I took.”
Kitchin spent time teaching in the 
Avon and Abingdon districts and 

In the past five years, more than 80  
students have successfully  
transferred from Sandburg to  
Monmouth, and more than 40  
Sandburg graduates have gone on to 
attend Knox.

The partnership with Monmouth,  
titled the Pipeline Program, allows for 
students to be awarded grants and 
scholarships for tuition, room and 
board totaling $10,000-$31,000, and 
exceptionally talented students may 
receive up to a full-tuition  
scholarship.

“We believe this partnership will  
provide valuable new options and 
benefits to students in western  
Illinois, while also encouraging them 
to aspire beyond their associate 
degree,” Sandburg President Dr. Lori 
Sundberg said at a news conference 
to announce the agreement with 
Monmouth. “It will give them a clear 
path for completing their  
baccalaureate degree at an  
outstanding college.”
The agreement with Knox offers  
Sandburg students a guaranteed  
pathway for admission and  

Sandburg Signs Dual Admission Agreements With Knox, Monmouth

Carl Sandburg College already  
represents a great option for  
students who’d like to transfer to a 
four-year university, but two new 
pacts have made it more attractive 
for students who want to stay close to 
home.
Dual admissions agreements signed 
with Knox College and Monmouth 
College will make the transfer  
process as seamless and efficient 
as possible for Sandburg graduates. 
Benefits of each partnership include 
additional scholarship opportunities 
and a personal academic advisor.  

Sandburg Helped Jeri Kitchin ’78/’98 
Find Confidence

has been a first-grade teacher in the 
United School District for the past 
four years. She’s also a member of 
the Delta Kappa Gamma Society 
(organization of outstanding 
educators and leaders) and is 
secretary of the Western Illinois 
Reading Council.

“Teaching is everything I thought 
it would be and absolutely more,” 
Kitchin said. “I never want to quit 
learning. I praise Sandburg for giving 
me that first confidence to go ahead 
or I wouldn’t be where I am today.”

14

enrollment with junior standing as 
well as a transfer student scholarship 
of at least $10,000 per academic year.
“We have a lot of these dual 
admission partnerships, and the 
reason we have them is very simple: 
For our students, we want them 
to begin with the end in mind,” 
Sundberg said. “Where someone 
gets their bachelor’s degree is very 
much about a fit for that person 
and where they want to end up. We 
want to create opportunities for our 
students where they can have an 
opportunity right here at Knox College 
or anywhere else they might have a 
good fit.”

Carl Sandburg College President Dr. Lori Sundberg and Knox President Dr. Teresa Amott sign 
a dual admission program agreement between the two schools during a news conference in 
May.

Carl Sandburg College President Dr. Lori Sundberg and Dr. Mauri Ditzler, then president of 
Monmouth College, sign a joint admissions agreement between the two schools in Dec. 
2013. Titled the Pipeline Program, the agreement is designed to facilitate a seamless  
transfer for Sandburg students seeking to complete their bachelor’s degree at Monmouth.
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Cinderella Chargers Reach 
Nationals for 1st Time 
The Carl Sandburg College men’s 
basketball team proved records don’t 
mean much when it comes to the  
postseason.
Despite a modest 15-14 record  
entering the Region IV tournament, 
the Chargers ran off three straight 
victories against higher-seeded teams 
to win the 2014 Region IV  
championship and head to the NJCAA 
Division II national tournament for the 
first time in program history.
The run earned Chargers coach Ryan 
Twaddle Region IV Coach of the Year 
honors, and sophomore forward Aaron 
Powers and sophomore guard Juwan 
Hubbard were named to the Region 
IV all-tournament team, with Hubbard 

also being named the tournament’s 
MVP.

Sandburg held second-half leads in 
both of its games at nationals but was  
unable to come away victorious in 
either. Despite the finish, the Chargers’ 
three-week run proved to be one of 
the most exciting and memorable in 
the history of Sandburg athletics.

All-American Bolliger  
Shatters School Record
Haley Bolliger put herself in the  
Sandburg record books after a stellar 
freshman season. The Sandburg 
women’s cross country runner took 
it a step further as a sophomore in 
2013-2014. Bolliger closed her career 
with a school record-breaking run at 
the NJCAA Division I championship and 

3 Trips to Nationals Highlight Strong 2013-2014 Season for Chargers  

finished as arguably the best runner — 
male or female — in Chargers history.
After placing second in the Region IV 
meet, Bolliger finished 23rd at 
nationals to be named an All- 
American. Her time of 19 minutes, 
14.1 seconds was more than 33  
seconds faster than the time she  
posted at the previous year’s national 
meet, where she also had set a school 
record.

Connor Shaw (baseball)
Jeff Trokey (baseball)

NJCAA Award for Academic 
Achievement
Ellen Corbin (women’s golf)
Whitney Freeman (softball)
Mitch Wendling (men’s basketball)

NJCAA All-Academic Team
Women’s Golf
Volleyball

Academic All-Arrowhead 
Conference
Haggi Amirally (men’s soccer)
Ryan Ballard (men’s golf)
Connor Benson (men’s soccer)
Rimirez Black (men’s cross country)
Haley Bolliger (women’s cross 
country)
Matt Connors (men’s soccer)
Ellen Corbin (women’s golf)
Lawson Crider (men’s soccer)
Whitney Freeman (softball)
Jenna Forward (softball)
Manfred Gonzalez Mendez (men’s 
soccer)
Sadee Hamilton (women’s 
basketball)
Noble Hampton (baseball)
Robert Hamrick (men’s soccer)
Kattie Haywood (volleyball)
Andi Hendrix (volleyball)
Ryan Hickman (baseball)
Jeff Hilgenberg (men’s cross country)

Collin Jeffcoat (men’s soccer)
Michael Judson (baseball)
Joey Juergens (men’s golf)
Christina Kokjohn (women’s cross 
country)
Ben Lauer (baseball)
Lexa Mahr (volleyball, women’s 
basketball, softball)
Paige Martin (women’s basketball)
Katie McGee (volleyball, softball)
Marisa Miller (women’s cross 
country)
John Molchin (men’s soccer)
Kaylee Moseley (women’s basketball, 
softball)
Skylar Neely Houzenga (women’s 
golf)
Lorren Newingham (volleyball, 
softball)
Derek Ratermann (baseball)
Sam Roth (volleyball)
Kassidy St. Clair (softball)
Alex Strom (women’s basketball)
Sadie Van Norman (volleyball)
Tessa Vowels (women’s cross 
country)
Mitch Wendling (men’s basketball)
Brooklyn Wexell (volleyball)
Ashlynn Winkler (volleyball)
Rylie Yoho (softball)

NJCAA All-America
Haley Bolliger (women’s cross 
country)

NSCAA All-America
Lawson Crider (men’s soccer)

All-Region IV
Ryan Ballard (men’s golf)
Haley Bolliger (women’s cross 
country)
Destini Bollinger (women’s 
basketball)
Jordyn Chasteen (softball)
Juwan Hubbard (men’s basketball)
Joey Juergens (men’s golf)
Hannah Johnson (softball)
Lexa Mahr (volleyball)
Caitlin McVay (volleyball)
Kaylee Moseley (softball)

All-Arrowhead Conference
Ryan Ballard (men’s golf)
Destini Bollinger (women’s 
basketball)
Jordyn Chasteen (softball)
Corinne Heins (softball)
Juwan Hubbard (men’s basketball)
Joey Juergens (men’s golf)
Hannah Johnson (softball)
Danielle Kenney (softball)
Lexa Mahr (volleyball)
Caitlin McVay (volleyball)
Austin McDougall III (men’s golf)
Kaylee Moseley (softball)
Dylan Mullins (men’s golf)

Men’s Soccer Nets Historic 
Season
The Sandburg men’s soccer team, two 
seasons removed from not fielding a 
squad, had a historic and record- 
breaking performance in 2013. The  
Chargers’ 15 wins tripled the  
previous school record, and they 
won the Region IV title in the regular 
season, the first championship of any 
kind in the program’s history.
Led by All-American Lawson Crider, 
who had school records for goals (23) 
and assists (11) in a season, the  
Chargers won the program’s first  
postseason contest and finished two 
wins shy of the national tournament. 
Crider (University of Alabama-
Birmingham and Caleb Tierney (South 
Carolina Upstate) also went on to 
become the first Sandburg soccer 
players to transfer to NCAA Division I 
programs.

Men’s Golf Makes Repeat Trip 
to Nationals
The Sandburg men’s golf team reached 
familiar territory once again.
The Chargers advanced to the NJCAA 
Division II national tournament for 
the second straight season and third 
time in the last four years, asserting 
themselves as one of the premier 
programs in the country. Sophomore 
Joey Juergens and freshmen Bryer 
Anderson, Ryan Ballard, Austin 
McDougall III and Dylan Mullins 
finished second at the Region IV 
tournament before placing 17th at 
nationals in May.
Sandburg qualified for the national 
tournament by making up a three-
stroke lead on Lake County in the final 
round of the Region IV tourney.

2013-2014 All-American Student-Athlete Awards
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wrote biographies of Sandburg’s 
brother-in-law Edward Steichen and 
playwright Thornton Wilder, but her 
account of Sandburg stands as her 
most acclaimed work. Her biography of 
Sandburg for children, “Carl Sandburg: 
Adventures of a Poet,” received an 
International Reading Association 
Prize “for exceptionally distinguished 
literature for children.”

Niven was the College’s 
Commencement speaker in 1992, 
and she made several subsequent 
trips to Galesburg and the College for 
presentations about Sandburg. She 
most recently visited in April for the 
Sandburg Days Festival and unveiling of 
the Sandburg statue that will be placed 
in Galesburg.

“I’ve traveled here many times, and I’m 
always amazed and grateful for what 
this town does for this poet,” Niven 
said at the statue’s welcoming. “You 
hold the keys to his legacy and you 
keep the doors and windows open so 
he continues to be seen and heard and 
celebrated far and wide.”

The Carl Sandburg College bookstore got a makeover this summer when 
Follett Bookstore Management took over the store’s operations.

The switch included new carpet and a fresh coat of paint for the store, which 
is located in the Student Center on the Main Campus, as well as a relocation 
of some interior furnishings like the checkout counter to make browsing and 
buying easier for patrons.

In addition to offering textbooks for the College’s classes, the bookstore also 
has a new line of clothes and collectibles that feature the Sandburg logo as 
well as the College’s Chargers logo. Students can show their school spirit in 
gear made by companies such as UnderArmour, Champion and Jansport. 
They can pick up accessories such as mugs, sports bottles and car decals. 
The bookstore also has everyday school supplies like folders, notebooks and 
pens, and it offers laptops, tablets and electronic accessories. 

The Sandburg bookstore is open from 8 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday-Thursday and 
8 a.m.-5 p.m. Friday on days the College is open. Customers also can shop 
online at http://www.bkstr.com/carlsandburgcollegestore/home and receive 
free shipping to the store.

Carl Sandburg College lost two people 
with close ties to the College’s history 
within the past year in Helga Sandburg 
Crile, the youngest daughter of Carl 
Sandburg, and Sandburg biographer 
Penelope Niven.

Crile passed away at her home in 
Cleveland Heights, Ohio, on Jan. 26, 
2014, at age 95. Although she did 
not live near her father’s hometown, 
the College that bears his name 
remained dear to Crile’s heart. In 
1978, she and her husband, Dr. George 
Crile, established the Lilian Steichen 
Sandburg Memorial Scholarship in 
honor of Helga’s mother.

In 1979, Crile was awarded the 
College’s first honorary associate 
degree. She returned to the campus 
in 1988, 1994 and 2006 as the 
Commencement speaker and was a 
regular guest of honor at the Sandburg 
Days Festival each spring.

Niven, whose career launched with her 
1991 biography of Sandburg, passed 
away Aug. 28, 2014, in Winston-
Salem, N.C., at age 75. Niven also 

Carl Sandburg College added some local flavor to its menu for the 2014-2015 
academic year.
Lieber’s Boxcar Express, a locally owned staple in Galesburg since 1982, took 
over as the College’s food service provider and opened just in time for the 
new school year. It didn’t take long to become a big hit with students looking 
for a freshly cooked lunch or a quick snack on the go.
“They put in a competitive bid, and the fact that it’s a local business made it 
even better,” said Patrick Meridith, director of business services. “It’s a name 
people in this area recognize and a name that people trust when it comes to 
great food and service. It’s been a welcome addition so far.”
Boxcar Express has two locations on the Main Campus — the Loft Café in 
Building E and the Cyber Café in the Student Center — and also provides 
on-campus catering for College events.
The menu features the restaurant’s signature sub sandwiches and baked 
potatoes but also offers burgers, tenderloins, soups, salads and more. Special 
offers such as 99¢ nachos and taco salad Tuesday have been a big hit among 
students and College staff, and Boxcar Express is also open during breakfast 
hours to make sure students don’t start their day with an empty stomach.

Follett Gives Sandburg Bookstore 
a New Look

Boxcar Express Opens New Depot 
at Sandburg

Larger-Than-Life Welcome 
for New Sandburg Statue

Carl Sandburg College’s namesake returned home 
in 2014, and he was quite literally larger than life.
A 9-foot statue of Galesburg’s most famous son 

was unveiled and welcomed at a parade down Main 
Street in April to kick off the 19th annual Sandburg 
Days Festival, which celebrates the life and legacy of 

the Pulitzer Prize-winning author and poet.
The 3,200-pound bronze statue depicts a 

bow-tied Sandburg standing while holding 
two books in his left hand and a 

guitar slung across his back. It also has a 
300-pound Nubian goat named Nellie 

to represent the goat farm Sandburg 
maintained at Connemara in Flat 
Rock, N.C., where he lived the final 
22 years of his life.

A steady rain that fell upon the 
sculpture’s arrival downtown 

only added to its stunning 
intensity and beauty. 

Acclaimed artist Lonnie 
Stewart, who was 

contracted by the 
Galesburg Public Art 
Commission to create 

the statue, was on hand 
for its debut, as was 

Sandburg biographer 
Penelope Niven.
“You don’t need to read my 843 pages,” 
Niven said at the welcome celebration 
for the sculpture. “You can see the man 

and all of his dimensions in that beautiful 
statue.”

College Loses 2 Close Friends
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Craig Johnson ’04 
Jill Johnson 
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Misty Lyon 
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MARTIN ENGINEERING 
Debra Miller 
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Dena Mummey 
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Cindy Andrews 
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Tamara Bowen 
Marjorie Bowton ’91
Michael Brackett 
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Jim & Lois Brechbiel
Carol Brisbois 
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Dave Burns ’88
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Dylana Carlson 
Anita Carlton 
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Kimberly Cherrington 
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Tiffany Cole 
Donald Collins 
Carl Colwell 
Pam Colwell 
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John Dawkins 
Mary Dawkins 
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Dennis Doubet 
Dolores Doubet 
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Diane Eager 
Mark Easter 
Robert Eddings ’84
Catherine Ekstrom 
Don Ekstrom 
EL RANCHERITO 
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William Faehse 
Ruth Fairfield 
Becky Fleisher ’76
Thomas Fleisher 
Tammy Folger ’97
FORSYTHE FAMILY FARMS, INC. 
Denise Franzen 
Gerald Franzen 
Stanley Froelich 
Marion Frymire 
Janet Gagen 
GALESBURG CIVIC ART CENTER 
GALESBURG FLOWER COMPANY 
Nicole Gengenbach 
Julie Gibb 
Matthew Glaser 
GO OUTSIDE & PLAY RUNNING CO. 
James Graham 
LaDonna Green 
Don Grimes 
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     COUNTY
Mark Hamre 
Lisa Hanson ’83
Heath Harper 
Ronald Hatch 
Connie Heller 
Donald Heller 
John Herman 
Nancy Herman 
Tammy Herman 
HERR PETROLEUM 
HIEL ENTERPRISES, INC. 
Janis Hipple 
Michelle Hoffman 
Roger Holmes 
Kim Hornbaker 
Thomas Hughes 
Elvria Hunigan 
Wendel Hunigan 
James & Liz Hutchings
Diane Inman 
George & Marcy Inness

Marcy Inness 
Mary Eileen Inness 
David Jacobs 
Rita Jacobs 
JAEGER HO PRODUCTS 
JOHN’S TRAINS & HOBBIES 
Ken Johnson 
Kevin & Kristin Johnson
Leslie Johnson 
Louise Johnson 
Thomas Johnson 
JOHNSON BUILDING SYSTEMS 
Lois Jones 
Robert & Diane Juraco
Don Kammermann 
Dr. Peter and Melissa Kehoe
Megan Kidwell 
Donald Kirby 
Carol Kirkenmeier 
KLEINE EQUIPMENT 
KOHL’S DIAMOND GALLERY, INC. 
Guy Kunzer 
Janet Lakin 
Linda Lamm 
Gordon Lanning 
Theresa Lanning 
Naomi Law 
Linda Lee 
Edward Libby 
Peggy Libby ’86
William Lindsay 
LINDSTROM’S TV & APPLIANCE 
Ralph & Joyce Linroth
Thomas Longman
Dave Lotz 
Jeff Mabrey 
Charles Madinger 
Stephen Main ’72
MAINLINE PHOTOS 
Kathy Marlin 
Bernie Mates 
Hon. Stephen Mathers 
Ruth McNaught 

ROSEVILLE AMERICAN LEGION, 
    POST 614 
SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION,
    POST 749 
ST. MARY MEDICAL CENTER 
    AUXILIARY 
Samuel & Hepsi Sudhakar
Dr. Lori ’77 and Rick Sundberg
Roger & Anne Taylor 
Polly Thompson 
Dr. Ray Thompson
Ty & Susan Thompson
Dr. Constance Thurman 
TRINITY HEALTH FOUNDATION 

PARTNER
$500-$999

Linda Adair 
AMERICAN LEGION POST 417 
ARCHER DANIELS MIDLAND 
Edward Barry 
Joy Behrens 
BMO CAPITAL MARKETS 
Dr. & Mrs. Charles Borden, Jr.
BULLIS & SUNDBERG INSURANCE
     SERVICES 
COVENANT CHURCH 
CULBERTSON MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
     FOUNDATION 
Elizabeth Doores 
Karen Engstrom 
FIRST MIDWEST BANK 
GALESBURG BUSINESS NETWORK 
GALESBURG COMMUNITY 
    FOUNDATION 
GALESBURG COTTAGE HOSPITAL
     ALUMAE ASSOCIATION 
GALESBURG PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
     FOUNDATION 
Douglas Gibb ’03 
Dr. Wayne & Darlene Green 
ILLINOIS ACADEMIC ADVISING 
      ASSOCIATION 

DONATIONS RECEIVED
July 1, 2013 - June 30, 2014

PRESIDENT’S CLuB
$5,000 or more

Anonymous 
Elizabeth Amstutz 
Ann Asplund 
BNSF RAILWAY 
Richard Boatman 
COMMUNITY FOUNDATION OF THE
    GREAT RIVER BEND 
DOLLAR GENERAL LITERACY 
     FOUNDATION 
EDWARD ARTHUR MELLINGER 
EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION 
GALESBURG HOSPITALS’ 
     AMBULANCE SERVICE 
GEORGE PEARL PALLING TRUST 
HUMANLINKS FOUNDATION 
Nancy Kwoh 
Mr. & Mrs. Clarence Long
Jim ’70 and Suellen Purlee
UNITED CHURCH OF ALTONA 
Fred & Mary Visel

BENEFACTOR
$1,000-$4,999

ABINGDON AMERICAN LEGION 
ABINGDON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
    FOUNDATION 
ALPHA LODGE NO. 155 A.F.A.M. 
ALTRUSA CLUB OF GALESBURG 
AMERICAN BOARD OF FUNERAL 
     SERVICE EDUCATION 
Everett Belote, Deceased
Larry & Regine Benne
BLICK ART MATERIALS 
Ethel M. Bohan 
Marcia Bullis 
BURGLAND DRUG 
CARL SANDBURG COLLEGE 
     BOOKSTORE 
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FRIEND
$25-$499

Victoria McMullin ’87
MESSENGER 
MESSIAH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
     CHURCH 
MIKE’S SCALE RAILS 
MILE POST 206 PUBLISHING 
David Miller 
Judith Minor 
James Mitchell 
Hon. Donald & Carolyn Moffitt
Hon. Dwayne Morrison 
Carla Murray 
NEFF VIDEO PRODUCTIONS 
William Nelson 
Ron Neubauer 
Steven Norton 
OLD FIREHOUSE COLLECTIBLES 
Vallorie O’Neil 
OSF ST. MARY MEDICAL CENTER 
Rose Park 
THE PATH CENTER FOR HEALING 
Alexander Paul ’89
Dawn Pelton 
Todd Pendleton 
PEO - CHAPTER X 
Rhonda ’98 and Jason Perez
Carol Petersen 
Milton & Judy Peterson
Roger and Dorothy Peterson
PI BETA PHI FOUNDATION 
PI BETA PHI MONMOUTH IL 
     ALUMNAE CLUB 
Christine Pogue 
John Pogue ’73
Randolph Pratl 
QUILTING BEE 
RAMA COLLECTIBLES 
Thomas Ratsch 
RATTIN’S RAILROAD RELICS 
Vonda Reinmann 

Joe and Joan Rescinito
RICH’S TRAINS & TREASURES 
Richard Ripple 
Minda Rodriguez 
Robert Rodriguez 
Lara Roemer 
Stacey Rucker ’97
Donna Schmidt 
Harlan Schmidt 
Ted Schnepf 
David Seitz 
Donna Sek 
Richie Sek 
Teresa Sharp 
Chris and Steven Shaw
Paula Shaw ’72
Jim Shepard 
Steven Shults 
Ed Simmering 
Stephanie Sims 
Joan Smith 
Susan Sperry 
SPRING CREEK MODEL TRAIN 
Gary Stengle 
Chris Stevens ’90
Genevieve and Aaron Stevens
Dr. Carl & Debbie Strauch
Brian Sullivan 
Sandra Sullivan 
Bertha Swartz 
Michael Taylor 
TESKEY’S TRAINS  
Diana Thurman 
Roger Thurman 
Dave Tiffany 
Wanda Tiffany 
TRAIN CENTRAL 
Panda Turner ’04
Terry Twaddle 
Thomas Twaddle 
Tom & Kim Twaddle
UNITED WAY OF KNOX COUNTY 
Julie Van Fleet ’81

Advancement Message — Maureen Dickinson
DAVE’S AUTOBODY
DENIM & PEARLS
DIG
Sandra Ettema
GALESBURG COTTAGE HOSPITAL
GALESBURG FLOWER COMPANY
GALESBURG HOSPITALS’ 
     AMBULANCE SERVICE
GO OUTSIDE AND PLAY RUNNING CO.
HY-VEE East Main
Mary Eileen Inness
Dr. Sean & Megan Kane
LAKE BRACKEN COUNTRY CLUB
LANDMARK CAFÉ & CRÊPERIE LLC
LINCOLN ELECTRIC
LINDSTROM’S TV & APPLIANCE
Charles Madinger
Gayle Mangieri
Debora May-Rickard ’82
MONSTER’S INK TATTOO SHOP
NATIONAL COATINGS, INC.
THE PATH CENTER FOR HEALING
PIZZA HOUSE
Dr. Gregory Schierer
Dr. Lori ’77 & Rick Sundberg
UTILITY EMPLOYEES CREDIT UNION
WENDY’S RESTAURANT
Michelle Wilder
Jamie & Richard Yemm

MEMORIAL GIFTS
Gifts were made in memory OF 

THE FOLLOWING 
INDIVIDuALS BETWEEN 

JuLY 1, 2013 - JuNE 30, 2014

Roland P. Blair
Nola Briggs
Nancy Cooper Haines
Henry Edward Doores
Patrick Mackey
Robert J. “Bob” Thompson
Larry Waterfield
Opal Watkins

THE VILLAS AT CARL SANDBURG 
Daniel Voss 
Lisa Walker 
Marjorie Walker 
Sandra Wallace 
WESTERN ILLINOIS BUILDERS 
    ASSOCIATION 
Dr. Lauri White 
Toby Whiteman 
Harold Wilde 
Dr. Bonnie Williams 
Keith Williams 
April Wilson 
David Wolbers 
WOODRUM AUTOMOTIVE, INC. 
James Woods 
Sandra Woods 
Lynn Woodworth 
Debbie Worden 
Charles Young 
Harold Ziehr 

WE THANK 
THE FOLLOWING DONORS 

FOR THEIR NON-CASH 
CONTRIBuTIONS BETWEEN 
JuLY 1, 2013  -  JuNE 30, 2014

Anonymous
ARBY’S
Michael & Kelly Bailey
BEANHIVE COFFEEHOUSE & 
     TEAROOM
BNSF RAILWAY
Dr. Charles & Susan Borden
BRICKHOUSE MANAGEMENT D/B/A
     PIZZA HUT
BUFFALO WILD WINGS
BULLIS & SUNDBERG INSURANCE 
     SERVICES
CARL SANDBURG COLLEGE 
     BOOKSTORE
COOKS & COMPANY
DAIRY QUEEN

The generosity of Sandburg alumni, staff and 
friends continues to “wow” me. From the 
anonymous donor who contributed a gift of 
$25,000 for unrestricted purposes; to the board 
members of the Edward Arthur Mellinger 
Educational Foundation, who distributed $54,752 
for 61 student scholarships in the 2013-2014 
academic year; to Sandburg faculty and staff 
who increased giving by 23 percent compared 
to last year; and everyone in between, these 

donors demonstrate that the good people of our district recognize the 
value of the Carl Sandburg College Foundation and its impact on creating 
opportunities for today’s students. Thank you. 

In the Foundation Office and Alumni Association, we work toward uniting 
and engaging Sandburg alumni in our mission. On Feb. 20-21, we will host 
an Athletics Reunion and welcome alumnus Eric Elliott and his father, Jeff  
Elliott, as keynote speakers. Students Michell Morrow and Brittany Kramer 
are planning a reunion bash at Iron Spike Brewing Co. in honor of the 20th 
year of Sandburg’s mortuary science fraternity, Sigma Phi Sigma. The  
women who resided at The Catherine Club in Galesburg in the early 1970s 
will reunite on campus April 11 for brunch and a long-overdue catch-up 
visit, and initial plans are underway for a spring reunion for alumni in 
healthcare fields.

The Foundation looks forward to the coming year as we focus our 
vision on strategic growth, a decision that shifts efforts and resources, 
strengthens relationships and invites new and exciting partnerships. 
Having just passed the Foundation’s 45th birthday, the Board forges a new 
path in 2015, which will better provide for the students, programs and 
capital needs of Carl Sandburg College. Join us in this venture!

— Maureen Dickinson, Executive Director of Advancement

Carl Sandburg College 
Foundation Board of Directors

Lisa Blake
Galesburg

Marcia Bullis
Galesburg

Maureen Dickinson 
Exec Director, Oneida

Jackie Flater
Monmouth

Dr. D. Wayne Green
Galesburg

Carol Hagan
Galesburg

John Hennenfent ’80
Galesburg

Michelle Hoffman
Galesburg

Dr. Hamsa Jagannathan
Galesburg

Bob Juraco
Galesburg

Patricia Kinney ’89
East Galesburg

Bruce Lauerman ’86
Galesburg

Debbie May-Rickard ’82
Gilson

Dena Mummey
Dahinda

Tanner Nygard ’14
Galesburg

Mary Robson
Galesburg

John Schlaf ’68
Galesburg

Ellen Spittell
Galesburg

Dr. Lori Sundberg ’77
Galesburg

Andrea Vitale
Galesburg

Jamie Yemm
Galesburg
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Left to Right: Jon A. Sibley, Sr. ’78, Sandra L. Wood, Thomas H. Colclasure, 
William C. Robinson, Bruce A. Lauerman ’86, Gayla J. Pacheco ’82, Lee E. Johnson

Carl Sandburg College Board of Trustees

Mission Statement
The mission of Carl Sandburg College is to provide all students with opportunities for success.

Carl Sandburg College Administration

Where dreams come to life, and lives come to change.

EXCELLENCE  COLLABORATION  INTEGRITY  RESPECT

Dr. Lori Sundberg ’77
President

Julie Gibb
Vice President, Academic Services

Michael Bailey
Anthony Bentley

Lisa Blake
Kip Canfield ’91
Dylana Carlson
Robin DeMott
Derrick Eddy

Maureen Dickinson
Lisa Hanson ’83

Michelle Johnson
Gina Krupps ’83

Steven Norton
Vice President, Student Services

Linda Lee
Misty Lyon

Patrick Meridith
Debra Miller
Christy Pecsi

Autumn Scott
Linda Thomas ’05

Dr. Constance Thurman
Mischelle Weaver 

Dr. Lauri White


