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President's Message

 The year 2011 marked a year of internal review 
and change for Carl Sandburg College. As a college 
community we focused intensely our efforts in under- 
standing the key challenges our students face in terms 
of achieving success and the barriers that many face 
just in terms of enrolling. In trying to understand both 
of those areas, we simultaneously worked to create 
solutions so all students coming to Carl Sandburg 
College can be successful if they choose to be. You 
will find Carl Sandburg College to be a place where 
everyone from the staff to the faculty are supportive, 
helpful and focused on your success. It is simply the 
only reason we are here.
 We are launching in the fall of 2012 a new First Year 
Experience Program! This will include lots of different 
activities, including a First Year Seminar course, ex-
panded tutoring to include online tutoring, our Charge-
Up Orientation and various other components. Student 
success has become our focus for the upcoming years, 
and completion is our number one goal. As a result, we 

have more students engaged in campus activities and clubs than ever before. We also added 
a new course, Harvesting Dreams, which is aimed at increasing minority success in college.
 As we continue to focus our efforts on student success, our students are achieving great 
things! We had one of our students win one of the most prestigious awards that a community 
college student can win: the Terry O'Banion Student Technology Award. It is a national contest 
that takes nominations from all over the country, and a student from Carl Sandburg College 
won this year! We implemented a study abroad program two years ago, and we've had sev-
eral students take advantage of this great opportunity. This is an invaluable experience that 
is usually reserved for students who attend four-year universities. We will have eight students 
travel to Ecuador this spring as well, as part of a Learning Community. Another fascinating 
course offered this year was our Honors Program, which studied Criminology and looked at 
crime data from the area. The students presented their findings to the Board of Trustees and 
showcased their results.
 The College hosted speakers of national acclaim in 2011. Rom Brafman, one of the au-
thors of "Click and Sway," was here to speak to our students, and Tory Murden McClure, the 
author of "A Pearl in the Storm" and the first woman to row across the Atlantic Ocean, spoke 
to students and community members. Carl Sandburg College was selected for a fifth year 
in a row as one of the Top 10 Tech Savvy Schools in the Country. This is an honor that we 
continue to appreciate. You will find the level of technology available to you here at Sandburg 
amazing, and you will feel when you graduate that you are indeed ready for the technological 
society that we live in.
 Carl Sandburg College has a tremendous amount to offer its students in terms of facilities, 
technology, campus speakers and, last but not least, its faculty. You will find some of the 
best professors of your college life here at Carl Sandburg College, and you will also have the 
opportunity to interact with them and to know them personally. That remains one of my best 
memories when I, too, was a student here. I encourage you to choose Carl Sandburg College 
for what it can provide you in terms of your college education. As our vision statement says, 
Carl Sandburg College is where dreams come to life, and lives come to change.
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